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Fdwuary 10, 1954 

Dr. Ost3r 
Brooklyn Polytschnia Ihs titute 
99 LiQi.Q8tOn %X0& 
Elronklyn 2, !:.Y*  

Dear Dr. Ostarrr 

Cr. P. Orab3rl &wPr,n 9 recm ', rklt, n-as kind enough to refer m e to 
you for inform ation on interactions of proteins with acridins dyes. He 
inform d m  that JOU had brim  studying such an interaction with a serum  
al&m & n com pnen t. 

We have been stud,#ng the differential resetion of the flagella of 
Salam nella s-peciea with amif1avine: orgm ism in phase-2 are agglutkm ted, 
in phase-l the7 am not. Ia pr9lUary e.xperiienti, the flageLla isolated 
fro3 the tactiris hzve had a concordant behavior. 

Fia have been able to find very 1Lttl.e work on the subject in the literature. 
X f -you could refer m e to yzm r own work, or to o&er studies on the m echanism  
of such binding, I *would be grateful to you. I am also 93pecid.Q concerned 
with *he techniques that m ight be eqloyed in e.',ucidating the mchabism . 
As a first, apLpri>xim at.ion, arm  m ight guees that a m & ted dtiferonce in the 
isoelectric points of the proteins of tha flq@ la of the tm phases & .ght 
accotm t for the effect, ati we hope to look for this. There m ,y be mch 
m ore to tha story: B  tetra-hydra derim tim  (provided by Adrien Albert) 
f5Sed to agglub&ate, in contrast to the parent acridine: ard both com pounds 
had approxim ately the aam  PK. 

I m ight emphasize that this stuctp has been carrying u3 far m ore deep&y 
into physic0 chem ical. aspects than we had intended (or are crom petentfor). 
But fhg9lJ.a m ay be, on the whole, too difficult mater ial, particul.arQ with 
respect to the preparation of the isolated protsin. 

Yours sin&rely,, ; ,.' 
p; ',, I I_' I fi 
‘\ie. ;'.'jo&ua L&rbqg /"' 

Aasoc,&$wWPofsssor of Gene tics 


